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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 08/24/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

Examiner's response: 

2. Applicant argues regarding claim 1 that the specification of the Nakajima reference 
clearly indicates that image data exchanger 14 corresponds to an image processing apparatus. As 
such, the property information is not added by an image data generating apparatus. The 
Examiner respectfully disagrees. The claim recites "An image data generating apparatus 
comprising:". Examiner is reading the combination of scanner and exchanger as an image data 
generating apparatus. The claim never recites that the image data and color space is generated by 
an independent image data generating apparatus. Therefore the claim is broad enough to read an 
image data generating apparatus as the combination of scanner and exchanger. Therefore in 
response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show certain features of applicant's 
invention, it is noted that the features upon which applicant relies (i.e., image data and color 
space information being input from an independent image data generating apparatus) are not 
recited in the rejected claims. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 
1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

3. Applicant argues that Nakajima reference does not disclose an image generating 
apparatus that includes means for generating color space information as defined in claim 1 . 
Further, the Nakajima reference does not disclose any element that corresponds to the claimed 
means for generating color space information. As stated above the claim is broad enough to read 
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an image data generating apparatus as the combination of scanner and exchanger and never 
recites that the image data is generated by an independent image data generating apparatus. 
Nakajima teaches a means for generating color space information (figure 4 shows color space 
information) to be used in processing said image data by an image processing apparatus (col. 13 
lines 35-42, figures 1-3, image data exchanger 14), and means for storing (90) said image data in 
association with said color space information (col. 13 lines 43-45, See figures 3 and 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35 1(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-15, 17, 19-21, 23, 27, 28-35 and 52-56 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Nakajima (US Patent # 6,650,437). 

[Claim 1] 

Nakajima teaches an image data generating apparatus (figures 1-6) comprising means for 
generating image data (col. 13 lines 30-34, figure 1, scanner 30), means for generating color 
space information (figure 4 shows color space information) to be used in processing said image 
data by. an image processing apparatus (col. 13 lines 35-42, figures 1-3, image data exchanger 
14); and means for storing (90) said image data in association with said color space information 
(col. 13 lines 43-45, See figures 3 and 4). 
[Claims 2 and 3] 
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Nakajima teaches an image information exchanger device 14 like a PC (col. 1 1 lines 35-42) has a 
hard disk 88 that functions as a spool 90 (col. 1 1 lines 49-56) and is a means for storing a 
plurality of items of color space information designated for different types of color spaces and a 
plurality of combinations of identifying information (e.g. different values of color space =1,2,3 
corresponds to LUT1, LUT2 and LUT3) for candidate image processing apparatuses (different 
types of scanners A, B and C) and associated color space information for each candidate image 
processing apparatus (col. 15 lines 10-64, figure 5). A image information exchanger device 14 
which is a PC as stated (col 1 1 lines 35-42) has a display device 56 and keyboard 58 like one 
shown in figure 2 which can inherently be used as a means for designating color space by 
displaying said plurality of items of color space information on the monitor 56, and selecting one 
item of color space information (by designating color space values 1, 2 or 3) and candidate 
image processing apparatuses from among the color spaces (LUT 1, LUT2, LUT3) and candidate 
image processing apparatuses (scanners A, B and C) information by the keyboard 56 which are 
stored in the hard disk. 
[Claim 4] 

Nakajima teaches a means for assembling an output file that contains said image data, and said 
color space information (col. 1 1 lines 59-65, figure 4). 
[Claim 5] 

Nakajima teaches an interface 16 for communicating said output file to said external device (col. 
14 lines 37-42). 
[Claim 6] 
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Nakajima teaches an image data generating apparatus (figures 1-6) comprising means for 
acquiring image data (col. 13 lines 30-34, figure 1, scanner 30); means for designating with color 
space information an output color space to be used by an image processing apparatus in color 
space conversion (col. 15 lines 3-65), an image information exchanger device 14 like a PC (col. 
1 1 lines 35-42) is a different apparatus than said means for acquiring data which is a scanner 30; 
and means for generating an image file containing image data obtained by said means for 
acquiring, and the color space information (col 13 lines 30-45, See figures 3 and 4). 
[Claim 7] 

The second color space (first RGB, e.g. s-RGB) has a gamut width at least equal to a color space 
like RGB (Nakajima teaches in col. 14 line 53- col. 15 line 2 a s-RGB color space used in the 
synthesis of the image data which inherently has a gamut width at least equal to a color space 
like RGB). 
[Claims 8-14] 

Method claims 8-14 correspond to apparatus claims 1-7 and are therefore analyzed and rejected 
the same as previously discussed with respect to apparatus claims 1-7. 
[Claim 15] 

Nakajima teaches that the scanner 30 calls a putlmage function by using as an argument the 
attribute information expressing various attributes of the image data like color space and the 
output location of the image data. This attribute information which corresponds to the color 
space of the image data (col. 15 lines 56-58) and the image data itself are propagated to the 
image data exchanger 14, wherein the CPU 78 converts the image data and the attribute 
information into a file structure into a basic property function as disclosed in figure 4 (col. 13 
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lines 16-44). Nakajima further teaches that RGB image data particular to the scanner, which are 
inputted from the scanner, are written onto a CD-R, the RGB image data is converted into color 
space s-RGB image data. The color space s-RGB is a color space, which is determined such that 
an image displayed on a CRT to be viewed at a preferable quality (col. 14 line 53- col. 15 line 2) 
and therefore reads on the color space information being associated with an image processing 
apparatus performs a color space conversion on said image data in said image processing 
apparatus. 
[Claim 17] . 

Nakajima teaches an image data generating apparatus (figures 1-6) comprising an image data 
generation mechanism configured to generate image data (col. 13 lines 30-34, figure 1, scanner 
30), an image file assembly mechanism (CPU 78) configured to assemble an image file 
containing image data generated by said image data generation mechanism (col. 13 lines 16-44, 
figure 4 shows color space information and image data assembled in a file) and color space 
information to be used in processing said image data by an image processing apparatus (col. 13 lines 35- 
42, figures 1-3, image data exchanger 14); memory configured to store (90) said image data in 
association with said color space information (col. 13 lines 43-45, See figures 3 and 4). 
[Claims 19-20] 

Claims 19-20 recite what was discussed with respect to claims 2 and 3. 
[Claim 21] 

Nakajima teaches that the image data generation mechanism is a scanner (col. 13 lines 30-34, 
scanner 30). 
[Claim 23] 
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Claim 23 recite what was discussed with respect to claim 4. 
[Claim 27] 

Nakajima teaches an interface 16 for communicating said output file to said external device (col. 
14 lines 37-42), which would inherently be transmitted as an electric signal. 
[Claims 28-29] 

Claims 28 and 29 recite what was discussed with respect to claims 6 and 7. 
[Claims 30-35] 

Computer program storing claims 30-35 corresponds to apparatus claims 1-4, 6 and 7 and are 
therefore analyzed and rejected the same as previously discussed with respect to apparatus 
claims 1-4, 6, 7. 
[Claim 52] 

Nakajima teaches a system for processing image data comprising an image data generating 
apparatus (figures 1-6) including means for generating image data (col. 13 lines 30-34, figure 1, 
scanner 30), means for generating an image file (CPU 78) containing image data generated by 
said means for generating (col. 13 lines 16-44, figure 4 shows color space information and image 
data assembled in a file) and color space information to be used in processing said image data by an 
image processing apparatus (col. 13 lines 35-42, figures 1-3, image data exchanger 14); means for 
storing (90) said image data in association with said color space information in an image file 
(col. 13 lines 43-45, See figures 3 and 4); Nakajima further teaches that RGB image data 
particular to the scanner, which are inputted from the scanner, are written onto a CD-R, the RGB 
image data is converted into color space s-RGB image data. The color space s-RGB is a color 
space, which is determined such that an image displayed on a CRT to be viewed at a preferable 
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quality (col. 14 line 53- col. 15 line 2) and therefore reads on means for acquiring the image file 
containing the image data and the color space information, means for retrieving said color space 
information from said image file, and means for converting the color space of said image data 
based on said color space information retrieved by said means for retrieving. 
[Claim 53] 

Claim 53 recites what was previously discussed with respect to claims 6 and 52. 
[Claim 54] 

Method claim 54 corresponds to apparatus claim 52 and is therefore analyzed and rejected the 
same as previously discussed with respect to apparatus claim 52. 
[Claim 55] 

Claim 55 recites what was discussed with respect to claims 17 and 52. 
[Claim 56] 

Claim 56 recite what was discussed with respect to claims 6, 17 and 52. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

6. Claims 36-39, 43-46 and 51 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Lathrop (US Patent # 5,563,655). 
[Claim 38] 

Lathrop teaches an image processing apparatus (figure 1, card 10) for performing image 
processing on image files containing image data and color space information, said image data 
and said color space information being input from an independent image data generating 
apparatus (figure 1, camera 12, col. 6 line 58 - col. 7 line 16), comprising means for acquiring an 
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image file containing image data (col. 6 lines 58-64); means for retrieving said color space 
information from said image file acquired by said means for acquiring (col. 6 line 65-col. 7 line 
16); and means for converting the color space of said image data based on said color space 
information retrieved by said means for retrieving (col. 7 lines 17-45). 
[Claim 39] 

Lathrop teaches that the image card will assume that the image data is being presented to it in the 
specified/ selected color space and the image card will reconstruct images within this color space 
upon being retrieved, unless otherwise commanded (col. 7 lines 10-16) and therefore reads on if 
said color space information is not retrieved, said means for converting the color space converts 
the color space of said image data based on predetermined color space information. 
[Claims 36 and 43] 

Computer program storing claim 36 and method claim 43 correspond to apparatus claim 38 and 
are therefore analyzed and rejected the same as previously discussed with respect to apparatus 
claim 38. 

[Claims 37 and 44] 

Computer program storing claims 37 and 44 correspond to apparatus claim 39 and are therefore 
analyzed and rejected the same as previously discussed with respect to apparatus claim 39. 
[Claim 45] 

Claim 45 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 38. 
[Claim 46] 

Claim 46 recites what was discussed with respect to claim 39. 
[Claim 51] 
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Lathrop teaches an interface 16 for communicating said output file to said external device, which 
would inherently be transmitted as an electric signal. 

7. Claims 40-42 and 47-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lathrop (US Patent # 5,563,655) in view of Buhr et al. (US Patent # 5,528,339). 
[Claims 40,41] 

Lathrop teaches the limitations of claim 38 but fails to teach that the image data contained in said 
image file is represented by a first color space, said first color space is YCC; said means for 
acquiring an image file converts the color space of the image data contained in said image file 
from said first color space to a second color space, said second color space is first RGB; and said 
means for converting the color space converts the color space of said image data from said 
second color space to a third color space, said third color space is a second RGB. 

However Buhr et al. teach image data contained in said image file is represented by a first 
color space, said first color space is YCC; said means for acquiring an image file converts the 
color space of the image data contained in said image file from said first color space to a second 
color space, said second color space is first RGB; and said means for converting the color space 
converts the color space of said image data from said second color space to a third color space, 
said third color space is a second RGB (col. 28 lines 32-47, figure 15) in order to convert the 
image signals stored into appropriate color space for creating a reproduced image on the selected 
output device. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Lathrop and Buhr, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to have been motivated to have the image data contained in said 
image file is represented by a first color space, YCC, means for acquiring an image file converts 
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the color space of the image data contained in the image file from the first color space to a 
second color space, a first RGB and means for converting the color space converts the color 
space of said image data from said second color space to a third color space, a second RGB in 
order to convert the image signals stored into appropriate color space for creating a reproduced 
image on the selected output device. 
[Claim 42] 

It would be inherent (well known to one skilled in the art) that the second color space (first RGB, 
e.g. s-RGB) has a gamut width at least equal to a color space like RGB. 
[Claims 47-49] 

Claims 47-49 recite what was discussed with respect to claims 40-42. 
[Claim 50] 

Buhr teaches in figure 17 a third color space, CIELAB (col. 29 lines 42-61). 
8. Claims 16, 24 and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nakajima (US Patent # 6,650,437) in view of Parulski et al. (US Patent # 6,310,647). 
[Claims 16 and 24] 

Nakajima teaches the limitations of claims 15 and 23 but fails that the propagated file structure is 
an Exif file structure. However Parulski et al. teaches an image file format that is compatible 
with both Flashpix and Exif (col. 3 lines 49-65) in order to have a standard (exif) that can be 
opened by any computer application that incorporates a JPEG reader which is a widely used 
standard compared to Flashpix that is relatively new. 

Therefore taking the combined teachings of Nakajima and Parulski, it would have been 
obvious to one skilled in the art to have been motivated to have used an Exif file structure instead 
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of Flashpix in order to have a standard (exif) that can be opened by any computer application 
that incorporates a JPEG reader which is a widely used standard compared to Flashpix that is 
relatively new. 
[Claim 25] 

Parulski teaches in Table 2 an Exif application marker (read as tag stored in a makernote portion) 
storing color space values (col. 4 line 66). 

Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh K. Aggarwal whose telephone number is (571) 272-7360. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00AM-5:30PM. 
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10. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571)-272-7593. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

1 1 . Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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